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FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 
To JAMES MONROE, PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 
(Continued from page 245.) 

In contrasting the efforts of these people 
to throw off the Spanish yoke, with our 
own efforts, and with those of other nations, 
we shall find that on this score, there will 
be no reason to despise them. How long, 
for instance, did Spain struggle to free her- 
self from the Moors? How long did the 
Swiss contend in their almost inaccessible 
mountains, before they could earn the glo- 
rious privilege of having a government of 
theirown? Holland contended forty years 
against Spain, through a thousand vicisi- 
tudes of fortune ; to conciliate the different 
courts of Europe, she repeatedly offered to 
receive a king from any of them, but none 
was weak enough to believe that she was 
serious. There are many things in the his- 
tory of our struggle, of which we have not 
much reason to be proud. We had many dif- 
ficulties to encounter amongst ourselves; out 
of a population of two millions and an half, 
it was with the greatest difficulty we could 
raise inconsiderable armies, while their sup- 
plies were always deficient. A contest, which 
if we had united, if the vigorous had fought, 
if the rich had furnished means, if all had 
persevered with constancy and firmness, 
‘to act their parts, would soon have termi- 
nated, was protracted for seven years, and 
with the aid of a powerful nation. We 
ought to make some allowance for the South 
Americans. The incidents of our revolu- 
tionary war, do not authorise us to speak 
with contempt of the efforts of a people, 
who labor under a thousand disadvantages, 
which did not necessarily belong to our si- 
tuation. The contest in South America 
has already lasted for ten years, with a va- 
riety of success, but its general progress 
has been retarded in the same manner as 
ours, by the prospect of reconciliation. Be- 
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which the colonies were placed onan equal 
footing with Spain, the patriots were every 
where successful, by this they were lulled 
into dangerous security, until they found 
that, instead of a ratification of this instru- 
ment, which had been the means of restor- 
ing Ferdinand to his throne, this ungrateful 
monarch, suddenly threw all his disposable 
troops into different portions of the conti- 
nent, and directed all his efforts to reduce 
them to absolute subjection. He pursued 
a system of cruelty and extermination, un- 
paralleled in the history of the world; the 
monsters who perpetrated these atrocities 
will be held up in the darkest page of the 
bloody and monkish reign of Ferdinand. 
It is not surprising that the patriots should 
have.experienced reverses, it is not surpris- 
ing that in the midst of these scenes of 
horrid carnage, they should not have had 
time to establish every where, well ordered 
governmerits. But we find that they are 
again regaining the ascendency, even where 
the Spaniards appeared at first to carry 
every thing before them. Nothwithstand- 
ing the fabrications of the enemies of the 
patriots, stubborn facts prove to us, that they 
are in the full tide of success. In the vast 
provinces of Grenada, Venezuela, and Guy- 
ana, the royalists have little more than a 
slight foothold on the coast and in the cities, 
whileall the interior acknowledges no sub- 
jection, but is continually sending out par- 
ties of armed men, which, like our militia, 
cannot be long retained in a body, or may 
not be efficient in fronting a regular disci- 
plined force, yet, must ultimately destroy 
the enemy in detail. The contest in this 
part of South America, can scarcely be 
doubtful ; a country more extensive than 
the old thirteen states, inhabited by two 
millions of people, scattered over its vast 
surface, cannot be subdued by a few thou- 
sand foreign troops. These, in fact, perish 
on the sea coast, without daring to pene- 








trate the interior, while the Spaniards would 
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make us. believe, that because they have; 
taken possession of a few maritime towns, 
the country is therefore subdued. If the 
inconsiderable territory of Holland or Swit- 
zerland, could resist with success, why 
may not countries twenty times their ex- 
tent, resist invaders who are compelled to 
traverse an ocean of three thousand miles ? 
The conquest of such countries is a project of 
madness ; Spain may send army after army 
of executioners to be destroyed, while the 
éolonists will be every day gathering fresh 
strength and resolution, and their detesta- 
tion of their enemies is continually increas- 
ing. Is it possible that the colonies after 
the dreadful barbarities committed by the 
Spaniards, can ever be their subjects ? 
There is no part of that country which has 
hot borne testimony of the demoniac cruel- 
ty of the invaders ; these must ever be pre- 
sent to their memories.—Nothing short of 
total extermination of the people can ever 
place these countries again in peaceable pos- 
session of Spain : this is the only hope re- 
maining to her despicable fury. She exhi- 
bits at the same time, the contemptible char- 
acter of a mendicant for assistance to all 
the courts of Europe, tacitly acknowledging 
that, without this, her colonies are lost ; she 
is going about like a wolf with abone in 
her throat, but no one will take compassion 
on the hateful monster. 

The united provinces of La Plata, as well 
as Chili and Peru, are already lost to Spain 
forever. For seven years, the first of these, 
has remained entirely unmolested, opening 
a free intercourse with all nations, and al- 
ready beginning to feel the advantages of 
independence. So far from being in danger 
of the power of Spain, the Buenos Ayreans 
have been able to detach a sufficient force 
te assist their brethren and neighbors of 
Chili, and put an end to the Spanish power 
in that colony. Peru must soon follow the 
condition of Chili; the power of Spain once 
annihilated in this quarter, can never be 
restored ; she can only send troops round 
Cape Horn, an enterprise beyond her 
strength, or through the province of La Pla- 
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free ; they have now an opportunity ofe,, 
joying that blessing so much desired by all. 
nations, as well as by individuals, of direct. 4 
ing their own course, of pursuing their hap. | 
piness in their own way. May Heavey 
guide them im the proper use of it, is my 
most ardent prayer ! ‘ 


The situation of Mexico, which, perhaps, 


more nearly concerns us than any other part 
of the world, ‘it is difficult precisely to as, &_ 
certain. The nature of its coast, its want 
of ports, its secluded situation, enables the 











tas Five millions of souls are therefore 


royalists to keep from us all correct infore ° 
mation as tothe state of the interior. A thou. 
sand petty artifices and fabrications, are 
used to impose upon the world, in this in 
stance, as well as in every thing which con. . 
cerns the colonies. The Spaniards are” 
continually spreading riduculous rumors of 7 
the entire submission of the country; of P 
large armies arriving, and of measures ta- | 
ken by European allies. Has Spain yet sue: 
ceeded in persuading the colonies, contraiy 

to every; wish of the human heart, contrary 

to the plainest dictates of reason, that it 


abject slaves, than to follow their own in- 
clinations, and be great and happy? Has 
she convinced them that slavery is better 
than freedom ? that poverty is better than a- 
bundance ? that to be ruled by another’s will 


would be better for them to contirve her 





is better than to pursue our own inclination? 
that to be robbed, is better than to be se 
cured in our possessions? that to be shut up 
like felons and denied all intercourse with 
other men, is the most agreeable condition 
of society ? If she has succeeded in these ‘ 
things, we may then presume that her power ~ 
is again established. 

These idle fabrications are now well un- 
derstood to form a part of the system te 
which Spain has been driven, and are there- © 
fore, no longer to be believed. We have 
little or no information from Mexico, that 
is not devived from Spanish authority, and 


‘ 


therefore entirely unworthy of belief, ex- | 


cepting where it makes against themselves. 
According to their own account all resist ~ 
ance in Mexico ad ceased a year ago ; and 
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the most splendid victories. The probabi- 
' lity is that the contest still prevails, and 
that the Spaniards are growing every day 
more feeble, It is now nine months since 
General Mina landed with a handful of men; 
the first news we had of him from the Spa- 
niards, was his total annihilation, and yet 
it now appears that he has hastily fled into 
the very heart of a populous country, at the 
head of four times the numbers with which 
he landed, with the intention of joining ge- 
neral Vittoria, a chief whose name has been 
heretofore concealed by the royalists! But 
an intercepted letter written last Novem- 
ber, by a‘ bishop at Valladolid, describes 
the situation of the country to be such as 
we should naturally expect. His letter ex- 
presses the most complete despair, mentions 


cause the people of New-England sell cod 
fish, and the Virginians tobacco, that they 
thust therefore fight.” What causes of “lif- 
ference can exist, for instance, between 
Mexico and New-Grenada, or between then 
and the provinces south of the Amazone, 
or between the colonies east and west of the 
Cordilleras ?_ The long narrow Isthmus of 
Darien will always keep the two first at a 
distance from each other ; the vast tracts of 
country from the Oronoco to the Plata, and 
the extensive dominions of Portugal as large 
as all Europe, which intervenes, will form, 
if possible, a more complete separation.~— 
The Andes, not to be traversed at some 
seasons, and always a barrier more difficult 
to pass than the Pyrennees, if the inhabit 
ants of either side do not choove to open, 
the way, will enable the Republics of the 
Pacific, at any time to shut out the armies 
of the Atlantic side. ‘ 

In fact the confused ideas which we have 
of the interior of South America, lead us 
into the strangest errors of opinion. The 
colonies of Spain now struggling for inde- 
pendence, are separated by nature into five 
distinct compartments, with much greater 
difficulties of intercourse than the United 
States with Mexico. This has been one 





























force, and speaks of the whole country as 
having ‘thrown off all restraint of govern- 
ment, and living free from the controul of 
Spain, whose armies can do no more than 
escape from one town to another, losing 
many of their numbers on the way. Tor- 
rents of blood have already been shed in 
the war of New Spain ; its inhabitants from 
ihe first labored under peculiar difficulties ; 
the only arms which the could procure, were 
wrenched from the hands of their oppres- 


sors; they are still but badly armed and 
without discipline, although becoming every 


day more formidable. 


Should the South American Patriots suc- 
ceed at last in compelling the Spanish inva- 


ders to cease their attempts—to suffer them 
fo remain in quietness, what will be the 


. probable result? Their enemies will of 


course say, that they will fall into dissen- 
tions and civil wars, and finally destroy 
each other. The same friendly anticipation 
was continually repeated respecting the U- 
nited States ; and as it has turned out tobe 
false in this instance, why may it not be 
false also with respect to South America ? 
It was said, amongst other silly things, that 
the difference of habits in the northern and 
southern sections of this country, would 
produce hostility ;“ what !” exlaimed an A- 
merican writer, “de you suppese that he- 


great cause of their want of success. They 
are unable to co-operate or pursue a com- 
mon plan. The provinces beyond the Isth- 
mus, could have no communications with 
Mexico, and they were separated by impas- 
sible deserts of several thousand miles from. 
Buenos Ayres, and still more from Chili, 
The character of the population of these. 
distant compartments is also very different ; 
the great number of civilized Indians or 
mixed races in Mexico, is an important 
feature ; the provinces on the other side of 
the Isthmus, and along the Maine, have a 
greater proportion of people of colour while 
the inhabitants of the colonies on the side of 
the Brazils are composed, like ourselves, of 
the descendants of Europeans chiefly, and 
on the Pacific, the population is of a kind 
still more homogeneous. ‘We were contin- 
ually in the hakit of forming our opinions of 
American affairs, from the news we received 
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from the contest in Grenada or Venezuela, 
which had nothing more to do with the con- 


test qn the Plata, and west of the Andes, 
than the war of India with that of Spain. It 
is in Grenada jand Venezuela, that the war, 
carried on by the royalists and the patriots, 
has assumed that shocking and exterminat- 
ing cast of which so many instances are re- 
cited. It was here that Spain directed her 
greatest efforts, it is here we are told the 
people are split and divided into factions 
among themselves, that they are fighting 
without concert or plan, under no common 
chief, and that they have yet established no 
regular government. It ought however to 
be considered, that this country had once 
been entirely in the possession of the patriots 
who had succeeded in establishing govern- 
ments, which for two years went on with re- 
gularity, but when Spain was free to throw 
in her whole disposable force, their cities 
were taken and their leading men basely as- 
sassinated. Would not our own country 
have exhibited a similar picture, if our pa- 
triots had been compelled to fly beyond the 
Alleganies, and all the leaders.of our revo- 
lution treacherously seized and put to death? 
This was never the state of La Plata ; Chili 
for a time was overrun, but she has again ri- 
sen, and in close alliance with La Plata, 
may safely bid defiance to Spain. 

It will be said, however, that it wi!l not be 
between these distant empires of Mexico, 
Grenada, or La Plata, that dissentions are 
to be feared, but that in each particular pro- 
viace factions, rivalries, contests for prece- 
dence, conflicting parties will have place. 
Such consequences, I admit, would probably 
be dangerous any where but in America. In 
Europe, if the nobility were not controuled 
the rivalries of different houses would natur- 
ally terminate in civil wars, and if the no- 
bility were put down, mobs would rule ; but 
in America there are neither nobility nor 
mobs like those of Europe ; every man in a 
thinly inhabited country, counts something ; 
there are no lazaroni, there are no miserable 
creatures “ who beg for leave to toil,” there 
are no materials for mercenary troops, and 
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tered over a vast surface of country, are not , 
wrought up by the designing and ambitious, | 


pean wars, have arisen from the intrigues 
and private feuds of families, and for Causes 
in which the nations had no concern, and 
nearly all the mobs, or popular commotions, 
have been occasioned by the want of bread, 


cians of Europe, are so apt to err, as in thelr 
application of experience derived entirely 
from their own countries, to a state of thi 

altogether different. It is not to be expect: 


are to settle down into sober order, and to. 
form regular governments, without consi. 
derable fermentation. To establish gov- 
ernments is not a matter easily effected un- 
der the most favorable circumstances; dj. 
versity of opinions, loud quarrels, and even 
partial recurrence to arms, are things to be 
expected. So great a work as that of the 
settling a form of government, cannot take 


twenty years after we became free, we 
were continually engaged in political dis- 
sentions, and Europe believed at one mo- 
ment, that we were approaching the borders 
of despotism, and those of anarchy at an- 
other. Perhaps these very dissentions,were 
proofs of political health. We have not been 


ror, our plots to subvert the government, and 
our deportations. These things led people 


dissolution, while in reality our government 


our habits forming with it. Many things 
which were formerly subjects of dispute are 


readers and thinkers on politics in the U. 
States, than ia all Europe ; there is no Ame- 
rican, no matter whether he resides in the 
remotest forest, or in the most obscure dell, 
who is not as regularly informed of every 
thing that passes in his own country, and 
abroad, as a minister of state. I have nots 











standing armies, and the inhabitants scat- 


doubt, that great advancement has beet 


without our insurrections, our reign of ter- , 


now perfectly plain. Our progress in informa: . 
tion has been inconceivable ; there are more ™ 





carried away by gusts of popular phrenzy “ae 


Ninety nine out of a Daasdoall of the Euro. 7 


There is nothing in which the wise politis ® , 


ed, however, that the emancipated colonies h 


place without considerable agitations. For : 


abroad to think that we were on the eve of | 


was gradually acquiring consistency, and ‘ 
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nay _* which has been-let loose, must have fallen 
Hous, | ies upon those opinions and sentiments so con- 
Puro. i” genial to the human heart. If this light has 
ivues not yet penetrated the mass of society, it 
LUSes willin time, and in the mean while there 
, and will be sufficient numbers under its influ- 
ions ence. The examples of the French revolu- 
baer tion, will teach them many things they must 
olit. | » avoid, and ours will show both things to be 
their avoided and which may be safely followed. 
irely The Americans every where, are a sober re- 
rings flecting people, mild and gentle in their 
pect. manners, yet patient, courageous and perse- 
nies vering. It is barely possible that the mili- 
d to tary chieftains, who now command the ar- 
onsi- mies which oppose their invaders, should 
gov- succeed in establishing some kind of limited 
1 un- monarchy ; for despotism I consider impos- 
; di. sible, where there is so large a portion of the 
even well informed ; a reason perhaps for the 
to be preservation of monarchy in Europe, but the 
* the reverse in America. 
take Under whatever government the five A- 
For inerican empires may be placed, their con- 
we dition must be rapidly ameliorated. But 
dis- should they happily imitate the wise policy 
mo- of the United States, in opening a free trade 
ders with all nations, receiving and tolerating all 
an- foreigners, they must rapidly increase in 
were population, and all their resources will be 
been quickly brought into action. They will 
ters attract the ingenious and enterprising from 
and 4 . every part of the world ; a spring will be 
ople given to their industry ; plains now unin- 
é of habited. will be peopled ; cities will rise, 
nent and improvements will be speedily effected 
and / throughout all the ramifications of society. 
ings The discovery of America will then indeed 
» are be complete. The United States as being 
rms in the vicinity, will certainly be more per- 
nore manently benefitted, but Europe in general, 
 U, and more particularly England, will derive 
\me- incalculable advantages. The time will 
the come when Europe will visit America for 
dell, the double purpose of enjoying her vast 
very commerce and of finding a passage to the 
and east ; America will then be the centre of 
ot & commercial attraction to the whole world. 


been 
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made in South America, since the com- 
-mencement of their struggle; the mind 








SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1817. 261 


We shall then verify the poetic prediction 
of bishop Berke .ey : 
“ Westward the course of empire takes its way, 
“ The four first acts already past ; 
“A fifth shall close the drama with the day : 
** Time’s nobles offspring is the last.” 


This will be a mighty revolution not 
brought about by wars, by violence, by in- 
justice ; but one, in which all will find an 
interest, and which will therefore be har- 
monious and peaceful. The change in the 
track of commerce to the east, has three 
times produced the most surprising changes 
in different parts of the globe ; the isthmus 
of Darien, that unfortunate wall, which 
three hundred years agearrested the noble 
ardor of Columbus, will yet give way, and 
open a short and direct passage to Hindos- 
tan and China. This great event may be 
long retarded by Spain, should Europe 
close her eyes to her true interests, and af- 
ford assistance to that rotten monarchy in 
the shocking work of putting back the colo- 
nies two centuries by a system of extermi- 
nation. These ideas may be thought vision- 
ary to some, but they will become history 
sooner than many imagine. 

What would be the advantages to the U- 
nited States, from the independence of the 
Spanish colonies ? I defy any one to point 
out a disadvantage. Have we not already 
found much benefit, since the commence- 
ment of our revolution, from the vicinity of 
the Spanish provinces, notwithstanding the 
narrow, jealous, and restricted intercourse 
with them? And whence has this proceed- 
ed? From our commerce with them ; from 
the market we found there for much of our 
surplus agricultural produce, and from the 
opportunity of taking their produce and 
selling it to other nations. Should we not 


ket? Let it be remembered that in the 
short period of twenty years, our popula- 
tion will in all probability, amount to twen- 
ty millions ; that manufactures will be much 
increased in the eastern section of the Uni- 
on, that our shipping will want employment 
and that the increase in the demands of Eu- 





rope, in all probability, will not keep pace 


then be gainers by the extension of this mar-. 
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with the increase in our surplus, but that we 
shall always find a ready and profitable 
market in free South America. Our coun- 
try is peculiarly well situated for maritime 
enterprise ; our two thousand miles of At- 
lantic coast are wonderfully penetrated with 
fine bays and inlets, and traversed by large 
rivers. We have already made the most sur- 
prising progress in maritime affairs; but since 
the neace in Europe, we are not able to en- 
ter into a competition with Europeans in 
commerce, across the Atlantic ; the West 
Indies and South America, are the proper 
fields for ovr commerce, and the more 
those fields are enlarged the better it will 
be. New Spain, unquestionably the finest 
part othe New World, and destined by na- 
ture to be the richest part of America, and 
even now, containing five millions of souls, is 
without a single Atlantic sea port, and can 
scarcely ever own a ship, her trade must 
therefore be carried on by us, who are her 
next door neighbors. This alone would in- 
demnify us for the loss of the carrying trade. 
Our northern ship owners are much more 
nearly interested in their independence than 
they may imagine. Asrespects other parts 
of South America, we should at least enter 
into a fair competition with the English, and 
perhaps even possess considerable advan- 
tage irom our vicinity. 





GENERAL COURT MARTIAL. 


apy. & INS. GENERAL’S OFPICE. 


September 29 1817. 
GENERAL ORDER. 

Aca general court martial, of which lieutenant 
eolonel Tewson was president, convened at fort 
Independence, in the iarbor of Boston, on the 
Sth of August last, was uied brevet second lieu- 
tenant E£. S. Gantt, on the following charge and 
specification, viz :-— 

Cuance—Sending a challenge to an officer to 
fight a duel. 

Specification—For that the said Edward S. 
Gantt, second lieutenant by brevet, at fort Inde- 
pendeice, in the harbor of Boston, on the twen- 
y ‘ourth day of July, one thousand eight hun- 

red and seventeen, did write and send to capt. 
John R. Bell, of the regiment of light artillery, a 
challenge to fight a duel, in the words and figures 
following, viz: “ Sir, the epithets that you were 
pleased to bestow on me yesterday are such that 
no gentleiman can submit to. You, therefore, will 
either recal what you have said, or give me that 
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satisfaction a gentleman must require. friend 
will hand wtb = oy and will pote pact ji 
E.Gaxrr, Fort Independence, July 24, 1817” 
or words to the same effect. 
AB. EUSTIS, Lt. Col Com. Lt: Art. 
Fort Independence, 25th July, 1817. ; 
SENTENCE. 
The court confirm the plea of the accused, bre: 7 
vet second lieutenant Edward S Gantt, of the re. 
iment of — artillery, to the charge and specie 
cation exhibited against him ; and in conformity 
to the twenty fifth of the Rules and Articles for 
the government of the armies of the United States 
sentence him to be casHizRED. 
N. TOWSON, 
Brev. Lieut. Col. Lt. Art. Presidenz, 
R. H. Winper, Army Judge Advocate, 
and of the Court. 


By the same court was tried captain W. F. Ho. 
bart, of the Light Artillery, on the following 
charge and specification, viz : i 

Cuance—Being a second and carrier of a chal. 
lenge in order to a duel. 

Specificution—For that the said William F. Ho. 
bart, captain in the regiment of Light Artillery af 
Fort Independence, in the harbor of Boston, on 
the twenty fourth day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and seventeen, did carry and deliver to 
captain John R. Bell, of the said regiment of Light 





| 








Artillery, a challenge to fight a duel, in the words 
and figures following, viz: ‘ Sir, the epithets that 
you were pleased to bestow on me yesterday, 
are such that no gentleman can submit to.— 
You, therefore, will either recal what you have 
said, or give me that satisfaction a gentleman 
must require. My friend will hand you this, and 
will settle every thing. E. Gantt, Fort Independ- 
ence, 24th July, 1817.” or words to the same 
effect ; and the said William F. Hobart did then 
and there act as a second to brevet second lieu- 
tenant Edward S. Gantt, in order to a duel. 


AB. EUSTIS, Lt Col. Com. Lt. Art. 
Fort Independence, 25th July, 1817. 


SENTENCE. 


The court confirm the plea of the accused capt. 
W. F. Hobart, of the regiment of Light Artillery, 
to the charge and its specification exhibited against 
him; and in conformity to the twenty fifth and 
twenty sixth of the Rules and Articles for the go- 
vernment of the armies of the United States, sen- 
tence him to be casuiergEp. 

N. TOWSON, , 
Lt. Col. Light Art. President, 
R. H. Wixver, Army Judge Ad. 
and of the Court. 

The proceedings of the court are approved, 
and in ordinary cases such sentences would be 
confirmed, but in consequence of the annexed 
recommendations, the president is pleased to 
over-rule the decisions, and directs that brevet 
second lieutenant E. 8. Gantt, and captain W. F. 
Hobart, be released from arrest, and return te 
their duty in the army. . 

By order, 
D. PARKER, Ad. & Ins. Gen. 
TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
The undersigned officers of the army of the United 

States, Leg leave most respectfully to represent— 

That your memoridlists are, the first of the un- 
dersigned, president, and the others, all the mem- 








g7” 
te Att. 


l, bre. 
he re. 


eu. 


Art. 


pt. 
ty, 
nst, 


;0- 
le 


€ 


to 
et 


» ingac 


qui 








You 11817.) 


E a general court martial, which convened 
OT te iapewlence, in the harbor of Boston, 
on the fifth of the present month, for the trial of 
captain William F. Hobart and lieutenant Edward | 
§. Gantt, both of the United States regiment of 
light artillery, the latter on the charge of “ send- 
hallenge td an officer to fight a duel,” the 
former on the charge of “being a second and 
carrier of a challenge in order to a duel,”’ in the 
sane transaction : that each of these officers plead 
iIty to the charge exhibited against him, but 
submitted to the consideration of the court— ; 

That under the excitement of the moment, it 
was thought that the honor of lieutenant Gantt re- 
ved that the course should be pursued which 
was adopted; that speedily after the transaction, 
and before charges were preferred against them, 
an amicable adjustment and understanding took 
place between captain John R. Bell, of the regi- 
ment of light artillery, the officer challenged, and 
captain Hobart and leutenant Gantt; that cap- 
tain Bell was desirous their arrest should be with- 
drawn, and requésted the commanding general to 
that effect, and that lieutenant colonel Eustis who 
erdered their arrest, and the commanding gene- 
yal, were willing the matter should rest. 

Your memorialists, in their character of officers 
ef the army, most respectfully and earnestly pray 
the president of the United States, in the event of 
his zpproving the proceedings and sentence of the 
court, to take into consideration the feelings and 
delicate sensibility of an officer under a supposed 
putrage to his honor, and to reinstate captain Ho- 
bart and lieutenant Gantt. 

N. ‘Towson, brev. Lt. Col. Lt. Art. 
J. B. Waxnacu, brev. Lt Coi. Art. 
J.B. Crane, brev. Maj. U.S. Art. 
A. S. Broogs, brev. Maj. Lt. Art. 
J. Gares, jun. Ist Lt and Paymaster Lt. Art. 
N Cxiarxg, Lieutenant. 
J. A. Dix, Lt. and Adj. Artillery. 
Wa ter Situ, Lieut. Light Art. 
Wn. We tts, Lieut. Light Art. 
J. A. Wesner, Lieut. Light Art. . 
Upton S. Fraser, Lt. U. S. Art. 
Boston, August 11, 1817. 


Extract of the letter from Brigadier General Miller, 
enclosing the proceedings of the court martial, dated 
head quarters, second military department. 

“I believe it to be the wish of all the officers of 
my command, as it is sincerely my own, that cap- 
tain Hobart and lieutenant Gantt be continued in 
the army.” 

SE 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Devil’s Hole—The Providence American, 
says ,we have been politely favored with the fol- 
lowing interesting extract of a letter from an offi- 
cer of the United states army, dated Fort Niaga- 
ra, Sept. 27. 

“I made an excursion not long since,in compa- 
ny with 3 other gentlemen, to a place called the 
Devil’s Hole. It is a huge chasm in the bank of 
the river three miles below the falls. The height 
of the bank at this place is estimated at nearly 30 
feet from the surface of the river, and it is com- 
posed chiefly of layers of limestone. In this bank, 
a gap extending from the border of the river a- 


bout 200 yards into the country, and of a various |; 
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width, from 20 to 700 yards, appears as if dug out 


ae 


:by human labor. Its walls or sides are either pr. 


pendicular or shelving over. but inno p'. » cp. 
ing—so that on looking over the brink, \« itd 
suppose aperson at the bottom could e out 
small hopes of ever arriving upon the sui! +e of 


the earth again. No outlet appears b: . of 
the river, and that offers only the consoistien to 
misery—death. But fear and astonishment de- 
form objects. After the first impressions have 
subsided, and the dizziness caused by looking 
down from such a height has left the head steady, 
the view is of a different character At the up- 
per extremity, towards the country, the perpen- 
dicular descent is not more than 40 or 50 feet, af- 
ter which the angle of the slope to the river side 
is about 45 a In a field at the distance of 
4 or 500 yards from this point, a small brook sud- 
denly leaves its course and sinks into the earth, 
and is seen no more till it emerges in foam and 
bubbles in the centre of the -Devil’s Hole, from 
whence it pursues a rough precipitous channel in- 
tothe Niagara. A deed of horror was acted at 
the Devil’s Hole, of which it was a proper thea- 
tre. Tradition tells the story and ascribes to that 
the origin of itsname. On a certain night during 
the last French war, as a party of Englishmen 
were going .rom the head to the foot of the por- 
tage, with wagons loaded with merchandise and 
under an escort of soldiers, a party of Indians in 
alliance with the French sprang from a ravine just 
in the rear of the Devil’s Hole, where they had 
lain in ambush, and cut them off from retreat in 
every direction but in the Devil’s Hole. ‘The 
dreadful yell poco, upon the still gloom of- 
midnight, and resounding through the dark ca- 
vern and the forest, announced their fate, and 
was alone sufficient to deprive them of all power 
of resistance. They surrendered therefore with- 
out a struggle, expecting the tomahawk soon to 
put an end to their terrors and their existence.— 
But no—they were mistaken. The savage 3¢:ems 
here to have risen above himself im hoi 
They conducted their victims to the e .ge oc’ ac iff 
which hangs over tic Devil’s Hole, and with one 
sweep plunged them all into. the profound abyss. 
Men, beasts, and wagons all fell togetacr, and 
were dashed to pieces on- tie bottom, exee pcng 
one man who escaped in the most extraordinary 
manner by lodging in the branch of a tree grow. 
ing nearthe precipice. He is said to be living 
somewhere now in this state. Where may be 
some exaggeration in this story, but 1 give the 
facts as 1 received them. In evidence of the truth 
of the story, there have pieces of the iron be- 
longing to a. wagon been found on the spot wirere 
they fell. Travellers who have visited the jails 
have, heretofore, looked into the Devil’s Hoie 
and retired without indulging their curiosi:; fur- 
ther, but several of the inhabitants in the vicinity 
; had ventured down before we undertook to ex- 
| plore it. We effected our descent without much 
| hazard, but not being prepared with tools and la- 
|borers to dig for remains, we merely passed 
| through to the river, and returned. Tie vies. of 
the river at this spot is really terrific. It rolls and 
tumbles along with inconceivable force, dashing 
against its ragged banks and roaring like a hurri- 
cane. In some places ii piles itself into huge 
‘waves, which tumble into foam and are succeed- 
|ed by others. Upon the whole, L think this scene’ 
‘including the immense piles of rocks which bound 
|it on every side, must be one of the most sublime. 
‘that nature affords, the falls only excepted.— 


i= 
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Large cakes of ice are found among the rocks a- 
long the rivulet that runs through the Devil’s 
Hole, at all times of the year ‘the banks of this 
river, for the extent of 12 miles, are one continu- 
ation of natural wonders, of which the falls and 
Devil’s Hole are the principal.” 


Mallison’s Life Preserver—The commander in 
chief having lately learned, through the official re- 
turns, that out of 5511 men embarked for foreign 
service, 1702 or nearly one tiird, perished through 
the transports being wrecked, in the course of 
two years and a half, ordered that experiments of 
Mallison’s Life Preserver should be made in or- 
der to ascertain the service which the introduc- 
tion of the invention into the British army might 
produce. A series of experiments was accord- 
ingly 1aade at Woolwich on ‘Tuesday last, with 
the happiest effect, in the presence of upwards 
of fifiy officers. Among the rest, a man was se- 
lected who could not swim, carried into deep wa- 
ter and left to himself. Ina few minutes after, 

afidence, be swam across the piece of 

Wat 9 yards and back, nearly as well as 

-inmee: thus decidedly proving the 

impossib.ity of bow ¢ drowned, when equipped 
with this simple invention. 

Ascent of Mademoiselle Garnerin—London, Sept. 
2.—Mademvise!!c Garnerin executed her zrosta- 
tic expedition at Rouen on the 15th ult. The wea- 
ther was brilliant, and the assemblage numerous, 
as well within as without the park of Trianoon. 
The intrepid traveller rose about seven in the 
evening, ia the midst of flourishes of trumpets 
and shouts of applause. The breeze, which was 
extremely gentle, bore her between east and 
southeast, but with a motion so imperceptible, 
that she appeared to hover over the spectators. 
After an ascent of great elevation, Mademoiselle 
Garnerin abandoned her balloon, and that moment 
caused a movement of terror, from the velocity 
with which the parachute appeared to descend, 
until it expanded itself. ‘The fair eronaut then 
execiited a majestic descent near the place from 
which she had risen, and there received the con- 
gratilations of the public. She was afterwards 
escorted to the play by several gentlemen who at- 
tended the descent of the parachute. 


ANTIQUITIES, 
Discovered upon the site of the old Dolphin Inn, 

. Cambridge, fugland. 

We have purposely forborn from giving any ac- 
count of the remarkable subterraneous treasure 
lately discovered in this place, in the hope that 
the workmen, by whom it was brought to light, 
would be induced to give a fuithful narrative of 
the transaction. Some part of this treasure, how- 
ever, still remains concealed ; .and more has, per- 
haps, been consigned to the melting pot; we 
shall not, therefore, longer delay gratifying the 
curiosity of our readers. 

On Saturday, August 23, as some workmen 
were digging for the foundation of a building, in 
the cellar of the Old Dolphin Inn below the spot 
once occupied by the late Alderman Newling’s 
coal-yard, about four feet from the surface, they 
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rings, containing precious stones, in very angi 
setting ; also some old silver coins, and other 
ticles of value, the whole of which will pec” 
not be known. The workmen beginning after. 
wards to quarrel about the booty, news of the 
discovery reached the owner of the estate who 
has recovered a part of the property. It Consist, 
of the following curious reliques ; which have re 
mained buried five hundred and fifty Years, a5 
will appear by the sequel ; and about seventees 
years before the building of St. Peter’s Co 

or the foundation of this university. We shall de. 
scribe the different articles, as we have seen 
them, in numerical order :— 

1. A Sapphire, rudely set in its natural form 
in a ring of pure gold ; weighing with the stofie 
4 pennyweights, 9 grains. Such a ring was taken 
out of the coffin of John de Fontibus, Bishop of 
Ely, who died 1225. 

2.An Amethyst, ditto, weighing 2 pennyweights, 
8 grains. 

3. Ditto, do. weighing one pennyweight, 19 
grains. 

4. Ruby, ditto, weighing 23 grains. 

5. Small gem, unknown, weighing with the 
ring, 21 grains. 

6. Large broach of pure gold, mounted in il. 
ver; the silver being completely mineralized, 
and converted into a muriate ; originally studded 
with rubies, one of which remains ; the whole of 
curious workmanship ; its weight equals an ounce 
wanting only 23 grains. 

7. Small brilliant gold Fleur de Lis, broken 
from some trinket that has disappeared ; it is 
more like the Florantine than French Fleur de 
Lis. 

8. Piece of Coral set in silver. , : 

9. A collection of silver Pennies, of Hen 
Third, struck in the fifty-first year; about which 
time they seem to have been burried. These pen. 
nies were called sterlings; and it was enacted 
that each of them should weigh “ thirty two wheat 
corns in the midst of the rars !”? which is their ex. 
act weight at the present moment, weighed a. 
gainst the wheat corn of the present year, in ca- 
ses where the coins are perfect. Some of them 
are rather decomposed than worn ; and they are 
now brittle, as they were when they were struck 
—it being usual to break them forsmall payments 
In the reign of Henry the Third, four quarts of 
ale sold for a penny : barley being two shillings 
per quarter. Upon these pennies the head ofthe 


king appears in full face, in front, with the les - 


gend Henricus Rex ITI. or Terci. The reverse 
has a double cross extending to the edge of ‘the 
coin, and three Pellets in each quarter.—Cam- 
bribge Chronicle, Sept. 4. ‘ 


PAOLI MONUMENT. 

The committee appointed by the Republican 
Artillerists, to enclose the graves of the brave 
men who fell in the massacre near Paoli, and to 
erect a monument in honor of those revolutionary 
patriots, happily accomplished the work in due 


time for the contemplated ceremonies, on the an- 
aversary of the catastrophe. The graves were 
enclosed by a substantial stone wall, forming an 
oblong square from north to south, sixty five feet 


strick into a soil of black mould, above whici|| long by twenty feet wide, with a gate in the mid- . 
the ground had been: artificially raised probably |} dle of the western side wall. A handsome marble 
when the Dolphin Inn was erected. Here they |} monument, eight feet and a half in height, which 
found the mouldered remains of a leather bag, || had been prepared under the superintendence of 
ett of which there: fell jingling, a parcel of gold " the ingenious Mr. Strickland, of Philadelphia, was 
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ted in the enclosure. Upon the four 
rh sfthe die of the ‘monument, which is a solid 
block of marble, four feet in height, and twenty 
inches square, the following inscriptions are en- 

West side—fronting the gate—“ Sacred to the 
memory of the patriots who, on this spot, fell a 
sacrifice to British barbarity, during the struggle 
for American Independence, on the night of the 

20th September, 1777.” ; 

South side—* Here repose the remains of fifty 
three American soldiers, who were the victims of 
cold blooded cruelty, in the well known Massacre 
at the Paoli, while under the command of General 
Anthony Wayne, an officer whose military con- 
duct, bravery and humanity were equally conspi- 
cuous through the Revolutionary War.” 

North side—“ The atrocious massacre which 
this stone commemorates, was perpetrated by 
British troops under the immediate command of 
Major General Grey.” 

East side—“ This memorial in honor of Revo- 
lutionarv Patriotism, was erected September 20, 
1817, by the Republican Artillerists: of Chester 
county, aided by the contributions of their fellow 
citizens.” 

The several invitations which had been given 
to the surviving patriots of the revolution—to the 
officers of the third division of the Pennsylvania 
militia—and to the volunteer corps of Chester, 
and the adjacent counties, requesting their pre- 
sence and co-operation on that interesting occa- 
sion, were accepted in a manner the most grati- 
fying to the company who had ‘undertaken the 
laudable and pious work. The attendance evinc- 
ed that the memory of the men of ’76 is still che- 
rished with a holy fervor; and that the spirit of 
those times is still emphatically the spirit of the 
American people. The numbers, brilliancy and 
respectability of the assemblage at the Paoli, on 
the morning of the 20th September, has probably 
never been equalled, on any occasion, in Chester 
county. Upwards of 400 volunteer troops, of dif- 
ferent descriptions, appeared completely equip- 
ped, and the concourse of citizens was immense. 
The zeal and spirit displayed by the Junior Artil- 
lerists of Philadelphia, and volunteer corps from 
Montgomery and Delaware counties, in attending 
from such a distance, deserve particular notice and 
acknowledgment. 

At eleven o’clock the procession was organized 
by colonel Pearce, late of the 16th regiment Unit- 
ed States’ infantry, who acted as officer of the day, 
and the line of march was taken up inthe follow- 
ing order :— 

Captain Harris’ Union Troop, of Chester and 
Delaware, in advance ; Colonel Pearce, officer of 
the day ; revolutionary officers; I. Wayne, esq. 
reverend D. Jones; officers United States’ army 
and navy; Republican Artillerists of Chester 
county, commanded by major Bernard, with an 
elegant brass field piece ; captain Cooper’s Junior 
Artillerists, of Philadelphia; captain Wersler’s 
Chester county Volunteer Light Infantry ; captain 
Holgate’s Montgomery Blues ; capt. G. G. Leiper’s 
Delaware Fencibles ; brigadier general Brookes 
and staff, and officers third division Pennsylvania 
militia ; field officers of militia from Philadelphia ; 
captain Holstein’s troop of cavalry from Montgo- 
mery county; captain Smith’s Delaware county. 

“ee contributors and citizens generally. 

The column moved in this order up the Lan- 
caster turnpike road, as far as the Warren tavern, 
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when it wheeled to the left, and proceeded to 
the site of the monument, which it approached 
with solemn music, performec by the two bands 
attached to captain Harris’ troop and the Repub- 
lican Artillerists, respectively, accompanied by 
the music of the other corps. By the circuitous 
route (about three miles in extent) the whole 
ground of the scene of action on that disastrous 
night, was included. Having arrived at the mo- 
nument, the troops and others took the several 
stations assigned to them; and an appropriate 
address was delivered by major Bernard. The 
committee of superintendence then proceeded to 
put the last hand to their labors, by adjusting the 
pyramid which crowns the monument. ‘This was 
succeeded by an interesting account of the mas- 
sacre, by the reverend David Jones, the former 
chaplain to those ill-fated warriors, who was on 
the ground at the time of that event. It did in- 
deed excite emotions of peculiar interest, to hear 
the voice of the venerable companion of Wayne, 
now in his eighty second year, who had served 
throughout the revolutionary contest; and who 
again repaired to the standard of his country, in 


order to animate his youthful compatriots during | 


the late war with the same vindictive enemy.— 
When he had finished his remarks the ceremo- 
nies were concluded by 20 rounds from the field 
piece, by the Republican Artillerists, and several 
vollies from the light troops. The procession was 
then resumed ; and having retired some distance, 
the several companies were dismissed, and the 
business of the day terminated in the most deco- 
rous and becoming manner. The scene through- 
out was solemn and imposing; and the impres- 
sion upon the public feeling was, as it should be, 
of the most gratifying and salutary character. 

The committee of superintendence submitted 
to the Republican Artillerists the following addi- 
tional report of their proceedings relative to the 
Paoli monument, which was directed to be pub- 
lished :— 

** The committee have the honor further to re- 
port, that in conjunction with a few respectable 
characters of the neighborhood, among whom 
they had the satisfaction to enumerate the vene- 
rable general Brooke and Isaac Wayne, esquire, 
they proceeded to dig the foundation for the mon- 
ument, and soon discovered that for the better secu- 
rity of the superstructure, it would be adviseable 
to disinter that portion of the relics of the patriotic 
soldiers, which occupied the dimensions of the 
foundation. This melancholy task was executed 
with that veneration and solemnity which the oc- 
casion was so peculiarly calculated to inspire. _ 

The principal part of the bones of four bodies 
were raised, and a repository being formed in the 
centre of the foundation, they were again careful- 
ly committed to the earth. The committee, as 
well as those associated with them on the acca- 
sion, derived great ‘satisfaction in witnessing, at 
the distance of forty years from the interment of 
these brave men, the very visible marks of atten- 
tion which had been bestowed on their inhumation 
by a few of their worthy and patriotic fellow-sol- 
diers, in the midst of a barbaroas enemy. The 

ve has been dug north and south, and the bo- 
dies regularly laid east and west. The hats, shoes, 
clothing and armor of the gallant, although unfor- 
tunate wearers, have been consigned to the grave 
with them. 

The committee, presumed that a specimen of 
each of these articles would not be an unaccepta- 
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ble presentment to those who have honored them | 


with an appointment connected with the pious 
and patriotic uct of a monumental notice of those 
departed heroes, have accordingly reserved a few 
of these specimens, which are subject to their 
orders. Very respectfully submitted by 
JOSHUA EVANS, 
JOSEPH PEARCE. 
September 20, 1817.” 


INTER-OCEANIC CANAL. 

In addition to the particulars relative to the prac- 
ticability, of connecting the Atlantic ocean with 
the Pacific, by a canal, published in number 15, 
vol. 4, page 239—the following ha-e bcen. om 
municated to the New-York Commercial Ad- 
vertiser for publication, from which we ex- 
tract them :— 

Among many advantages of « commercial na- 
ture which would infallibly spring from the eman- 
cipation and attendant independence of South 
America, the greatest, perhaps, of all, has hither- 
to been little noticed. ‘The most momentous 
events in favor of the peaceful intercourse of 
nations, which the physical circumstances of the 
on presents to the enterprise of man, is the 
ormation of a navigable passage across the isth- 
mus of Panama. It is remarkable, that this mag- 
nificent undertaking, pregnant with consequen- 
ces so important to mankind, and about which so 
little is known in this country, is so far from be- 
ing a romantic and chimerical project, that it is 
not only practicable but easy. ‘The river Chagre, 
which falls into the Atlantic at the town of the 
same name, about eighteen leagues to the west- 
ward of Porto Bello, is navigable as far as Cruzes, 
within five leagues of Panama. 

But though the formation of a canal from this 
place to Panama, facilitated by the valley through 
which the present road passes, appears to present 
no very formidable obstacles, there is still a bet- 
ter expidient. At the distance of five leagues 
from the mouth of the Chagre, it receives the 
river Trinidad, which is navigable to Embarca- 
doro, and from thence to Panama is a distance 
of about 30 miles, through a level country, with 
a fine’river to supply water for the canal, and no 
difficulty whatever to counteract the undertaking. 
—The ground has been surveyed ; and not the 
practicability only, but the facility of the work 
completely ascertained. The important requisite 
of safe harbors at either extremity of the canal, 
is also supplied to the utmost extent of our wishes. 
At the mouth of the Chagre is a fine bay, which 
received the British 74 gun ships in the year 
1740, where captain Knowles bombarded the 
castle of St. Lorenzo ; and at the other extremi- 
ty is the famous bay of Panama. Nor is this the 
only expedient for opening the important navi- 
gation between the Pacific and Atlantic oceans. 
Further north, is the lake of Nicaraguay which 
by itself, almost extends the navigation from sea 
tosea. Into the Atlantic ocean it falls by a navi- 
gable river, and reaches to within three leagues 
of the Gulf of Papagayo in the Pacific. 

Can we refuse to dwell for a moment upon the 

ect which the accomplishment of this splen- 

did but not difficult enterprise opens to the Uni- 

ted States, as well as to Europe. It is not merely 

the immense commerce of the western shores of 

South America, extending almost from pole to 

pole, that is brought, as it were, to our very 

doors; but immense would be the traffic which 
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would immediately begin to cover that 
denominated Pacific. All the riches of India 
China, would move towards America The ian 
of Europe and America would move towards 
Asia. Vast depots would be formed at the 
commercial towns, which would immediat - 
rise at the two extremities of the central psf 
} «And is it too much to hope that China and Je 
an themselves, thus brought so much nearer ¢| 
influence of American and European civiljzation 
much more constantly and powerfully eubject 1g 
its operations, but would soon receive important 
changes in mannérs, arts, ideas and institutions ? 
The ope rests on such strong foundations, that 
it seems to rise upon contemplation, even to a 
certainty ; And what results might not be expec’ 
ted for the whole of Asia, that vast proportion of 
the earth, which in its most favored parts hag 
been, during all the latter ages, condemned to 
demi-barbarism and the miseries of despotic 
power. It may, however, be considered as cer. 
tain, that South America, who stands so much in 
need of industrious inhabitants, would receive 
hosts of laborious Chinese, who are already to be 
found in all paris of the Eastern Archipelago iq 
uest of employment and of food. These are g 
ew of the results which there is reason to ex. 
pect from a revolution of the affairs of South A. 
merica. § Zempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in 
illis? F. M. 
EVANGELICAL CLERGY. 

Letter from Westphalia, Aug. 28.—The Minder 
Sunday a a remarkable circular letter to 
the Evangelical Clergy of both confessions in the 
Prussian Monarchy, on account of the intended 
celebration of the secular festival of the Reforma. 
tion, in which there is the following passage : 

The representation of the occasion and the ob- 
ject of the Reformation, will afford the Cle 
ample materials for edifying reflections and dis- 
courses, calculated to affect the minds of their 
hearers, without their being tempted to give 
their sermons a tendency hostile to their non-Evan- 
gelic brethren. The spirit of truth which ani- 
mated the Reformation, and in whose energy they 
began and accomplished the great work, is alsd 
a spirit of peace and of love —The fruits of tisspi- 
rit, according tothe exhortations of the Apostles, 
should be kindness, justice and truth. Only on 
account of the few Clergymen who might per. 
haps forget this, it must be mentioned, that in 
the sermons to be delivered on the Festival of the 
Reformation, every expression of bitterness and 
contempt towards the adherents of another mode 
of belief, as it would be wholly incompatible with 
the dignity of the Evangelical Church, would 
likewise be directly opposed to the expressly de- 
clared will of his majesty the king ; it being his 
desire that the pure representation of the spirit 
ofthe Reformation, without, any mixture of un- 
friendly expressions towards other confessidns, 
be the general theme on which the clergy in 
his majesty’s domions shall uniformly preach up- 
on the prescribed choice of texts. 

The ministry farther observes, that the name 
of Protestants, significant as it was at the time of 
its introduction, though it is more adapted to in- 
dicate the defence made at that time ofthe ex- 
ternal rights of the Evangelical Princes and states 
in the concerns of religion and church govern. 
ment, than the ‘peculiar spirit and meaning of 








1 the Evangelic Church : yet even in this last sense 
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oecasions. varicus miseonceptions, and has, in fact, 
been here and there mis-einployed in this manner 
in these latter times. ‘ 

It seems, therefore, adviseable, on more ac- 
counts than one, to leave these denominations. 
Protestant, Protestant Church, to history, to 
which they belong, and henceforward universally 
to employ in their stead, especially in religious 
writings and discourses, the more proper and 
‘more intelligible terms, Evangelic Church, Evan- 
gelic Christians. Luther himse!f cisapproved of 
all party names. He remon-'rsies in his writings 
against the professors of the «.vangelic Faith call- 
ing themselves after his name Lutherans, and re- 
fers them to the sole foundation of the €hristian 
faith, the dretrine of Christ the Evangelist. In 
the celebration of the approaching high festival of 
the Church, may the spirit of their Divine Master 
repose on all faithful laborers in the vineyard of 
the Lord, and crown their endeavors with success. 

The Minister of the Interior, 
V. SHUCKMANN. 

Berlin, June 30, 1817. 


From the Georgetown ( Kentucky _) Patriot. 

We have been furnished, for publication, with 
the following letters received by Col. R. M. John- 
son from the acting secretary of State, on the 
subject of the American citizens who were made 

risoners in the late war, and were supposed to 
“ held in captivity, by some of the Indian tribes 
inthe neighborhood of Lake Huron. From the 
inquities that appear to have been made upon 
the subject, we are induced to believe, that the 
representations made to our government were in- 
correct, and that but few, if any, of our citizens 
who were captives in the late war remain with 
the Indians. 


Department of State, Sept. 16, 1817. 
Sin—I have received a second letter, dated 12th 
of this month, from the British minister on the 
subject of American citizens who were made pri- 
soners in the late war, and were said to be still 
held in captivity by some of the Indian tribes in 
the vicinity of Lake Huron. Of this letter I beg 
leave to enclose you a copy, together with a co- 
py of one which was enclosed in it, from the go- 
vernor general of Canadato Mr. Bagot. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
yours, &c. 
RICHARD RUSH. 
Acting Secretary. 
Hon. R. M. Johnson. 


Washington City, Sept 12, 1816. 

Smr—In reference to my letter of the 15th 
ef March last, { have the honor to enclose to you 
the copy of a letter which I have this day receiv- 
ed from his excellency the governor general of 
Canada, acquainting me with the result of his in- 
quries upon the subject of the American citizens 
who were stated to be still held in captivity, by 
some of the Indian tribes in the vicinity of Lake 
Huron. 

It is very satisfactory to observe, by the en- 
closed letter, that every means have been taken 
by sir John Sherbrooke, for the proper investi- 
gation of this affair, and that there is the fullest 
reason to believe that the representations made 
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I have the honor to be, with the highest consi- 
deration, your most obedient humble servant, 

CHARLES BAGOT. 
The Hon. Richard Rush. 


Castle of St. Louis, Quebec, Aug. 21, 1817. 

Srr—Referring to my letter to your excellency, 
of the 19th of February last, | have now the ho- 
nor to acquaint you, that, after the most assidu- 
ous and minute inquiries among all the Indian 
nations, in the neighborhood of Lake Huron, as 
well as among all the other different tribes 
throughout the Canadas, I have received tine most 
positive assurrances that there is not a sing!e in- 
stance of an Amevican citizen being held in cap- 
tivity among them. 
The inquiries have been made by cur own offi- 
cers and agents, upon whose diligence to discover 
such a fact, and on the correctness of whose in- 
formation I can confidently rely. I am therefore 
satisfied, that, upon your representation hereof, 
Mr. Monroe will be convinced both of the inaccu- 
racy of the statement made to him on the subject, 
and of my desire to have discovered and redress- 
ed the grievance, had it existed. 

I have the honor to remain, &c. &c. 

J.C. SHERBROOKE. 

The Right Hon. C. Bagot. 


FOREIGN SUMMARY. 








RUSSIA. 

The mother of the emperor of Russia has pre- 
sented to the young queen of Spain the grand 
decoration of the order of St. Catherine ; and the 
emperor has appointed the Spanish minister of 
foreign affairs, (Pizarro,) a chevalier of the or- 
der of St. Alexander. The British anti-ministe- 


honors, something more than a civil expressions 
of regard. 
AUSTRIA. 

Needle Work.—A ‘Tyrolean has lately invented 
at Vienna a machine for needle work, by which 
it is said every kind of sewing may be executed 
with the utmost precision. The emperor of Aus- 
tria has granted a patent to the inventor. 

SWEDEN. 

Swedish Frugality—Stockholm, July 11—The 
governments of Kronsburg and Calmar, in the pro. 
vince of Smacland, are the first in which decisive 
regulations have been made for the re-introduc- 
tion of ancient northern frugality. The deputies 
of the peasantry have not only expréssed their will 
to lay aside the use all foreign articles, to wear 
no kind of stuffs but such as they manufacture 
themselves, or to drink any other liquors than 
such as are made in the country; but there is al- 
so a proposal under deliberation to stamp all the 





present cloth made of foreign materials, to lay a 
penalty of from five to ten dollars on the unstamp- 
ed. Further to effect among —— of rank an 
association against the use of foreign strong li- 
quors, rice, stuffs, confectionary, and preserves, 
drinking coffee in the afternoon, and expensive 
marriages, burials and christenings. 

The parish of Ookelbo has resolved upon all 
this ; also that the drinking of what is called gask, 
or coffee and brandy mixed, that two glasses of 
brandy shall never be drank directly one attcr ihe 





upon the subject, to the Ameriggn government, 
were incorregt. 


other; and at entertainments only two giasses at 
feble ; that persons under twenty years. of age 


rial editors affect to see, in the conferring of these. 
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shall be prohibited the use of brandy, coffee and 
tob:cco ; that more than three or four dishes 
shall not be allowed of any meal, only a wedding 
four or five. The wedding entertainment not to 
last above two days, and no one to use any furni- 
tare or household utensils but such as are made 
in the country, under pain of being excluded from 
all companies as an unpatriotic citizen, and be- 
ing regarded with contempt. This agreement is 
to be read annually from the pulpit. 
SAXONY. 

His serene highness, the reigning duke of Sax- 
ony, Leopotn Frevenick Fuancis, died at Dessue 
on the 9th of August last, in the 77th year of his 
age, and the 6ist of his reign. He was born on 
the 10th of Aug. 1740, and succeeded his father 
L.corony Maxtmi.an, on the 16th Dec. 1756.— 
He was therefore the seignior sovereign of Ku- 
rope reckoning the years of his government. 

ENGLAND. 

The whole consumption of Cotton in England 
in 1817 is expected to exceed 92,000,000 lbs.—20 
millions more than in 1816. 

Mr. Bird, an eminent painter in England, has 
received 5000 dollars of the prince regent for his 
picture of the embarkation of Louis XVIII. at 
Dover, for France, on his restoraiion. Sir T. 
Clifford has a picture from the same master, of 
the disembarbation at Calais. 

SPAIN. 

We have many newspaper accounts of military 

preparations being made in Spain for the Quixotic 


subjugation of the revolutionists of South Ameri- | 


ca. It has been reported in English papers that a 
congress was to assemble at Carlsbad, on South 
American affairs, which was to be composed of 
delegates from Russia, England, Austria, France 
and Prussia; and that Russia was to assist Spain 
with sia men of war and sixteen thousand troops. 
This was not believed by the London Courier.— 
Other accounts state that twelve thousand troops 
had been embarked within a few months from Ca- 
diz for South America. 

Private letters from Madrid state, that 11,009 
picked troops are ordered to hold themselves in 
teadiness for immediate embarkation ® Buenos 
Ayres, purposely to procced against the insur- 
gents. The shipping to convey them to the 
shores of South America is to be furnished by the 
French government, in consequence of an ar- 
rangement made with the court of Madrid. The 
same letters state that a formidable expedition is 
fitting out at Lisbon for the Brazils. 

ITALY. 

Leghorn, Aug. 9.—Nuatural Phenomena—Ona the 
2th of last month, about mid-day, after a very 
loud detonation, the Lake of Canterno, also call- 
ed Porciano totally disappeared. A large open- 
ing was discovered in the bottom through which 
the waters have probably escaped into the sinuosi- 
ties of the neighboring montains. 

MEXICO. 

The Havanna government Journal ofthe 8th 
September, contains a proclamation by Don Juan 
Ruix, governor of Mexico, &c. &c. dated 12th Ju- 
lv, 1817—in which, after a preamble, seiting forth 
the hopeless coudition of the déraitors Mina, Mier, 
Tovres and Moreno, he shows how /ittle the gov- 
ernment have to fear from them, by the following 
mandates : 

* Ist. None shall aid or assist in any way the 
traitor Mina under penalty of death, and the con- 
fiscation of his property, one third of which shall 
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ge into oe royal treasury, one thitd towards de 
fraying the expenses of the army y 
third e the xr ene wi, ane hecetiee 
2d. Any faithful subject of our lord the ki 
who shall apprehend the traitor Mina, and delim : 
him to any military commander, or to the roa 
justice, shall receive a reward of five hundred dol 
lars. ‘ 

“* 3d. Ifthe person who apprehends him be 
soldier, he shall be immediately promoted ; win 
if any ot the rebels themselves shall do this, he 
shall receive pardon for his crimes in addition to 
this reward. 

** 5th. One hundred dollars will be given for the 
apprehension of every follower of the traitor Mi. 
na; and whoever of them shall voluntarily Te. 
turn to his duty, shall in addition have full pardon, ' 

* Sth. Fifty dollars, and a free pardon shall be 
given to every rebel who shall deliver himself with 
his arms, to any of the royal commanders, or any 
of the courts.of justice.” 

From this it would appear, that the situation of 
Mina and his band of patriots, is not so desperate 
as the government have represented it. 

AMELIA ISLAND. 
Extract of a letter from our Correspondent at Ame. 
lia Island, dated 

Fernandina, Oct. 11, 1817.—* Mr. Hubbard, at 
present, is at the head of the Civil, and general 
Aury of the Military and Naval Departments, 
‘rhey, however, cannot act without the sanction 
ofa council of eight members, of which they 
constitute a part. here have been several ap. 
pointments, both civil and military, recently made 
—they are only temporary. 

The effect is sensible that something like order 
has been produced from the chaos that has hither. 
to prevailed. ‘The force on the island, exclusive 
of sailors, is about 150—composed nearly half of 
***** troops. There are about 250 sailors in 
port belonging to armed vessels. 

The Naval force consists of the 


Brig American Libra, capt. Barnard) » 
3 guns. t Gov, * 
Brig San Joseph, capt. Parker, 6 { vessels; 
guns, 
Brig American Congress, capt. Bon-) 
quet, 12 guns. Private 
Brig Morgiana, capt. Leas, 18 guns. l armed 


Schr. Republican, 
2 guns. 

In addition to these, two others are about fitting 

out. 

The private schooner Spartan, went on a cruize 
about a week since. There are three large prize 
ships in port, loaded with sugar and coffee—They 
have been condemned and their cargoes will be 
sold in afew days. Several vessels have been 
condemned and their cargoes sent to various 
parts of the United States. 

The U. States brig Saranac has in charge two 
schooners and Morrison’s boat—one of the schoo- 
ners is from New-Orleans, and came round here 
| for the purpose of fitting out—having part of her 
armament on board when she was seized. » The 
other had been ona cruize, and was taken: pos- 
session of in consequence of a mutiny on board. 
They hold Morrison’s boat on suspicion of pi- 
racy.— So. Patriot. 

A Pairiot Cruizer detained—It will be seen 
under the Savannah Marine Head, that the United 

states brig Saranac, has taken possession, off St. 


capt. — vessels, 











Mary’s, of the privateer schooner Sally, bearing 
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the Mexican flag. The Sally was detained in 
consequence of her commission not being con- 
sidered genuine. Two prizes to the Sally, the 
one a British the other a Spanish vessel, have 
also been detained by the Saranac. — For his 
promptitude and vigilence in maintaining the 
neutral relations, captain Elton of the Saranac, 
proves himself worthy of our best thanks. A per- 
severance in the decisive course he has adopted, 
will, it is hoped, give a serious check to the pro- 
gress of the piratical operations, which it ap- 
pears, originate, and are intended to be commu- 
nicated, in the neighborhood of Amelia Island. 
Deere 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


NEW HAMPSAIRE. 

Malaga Wheat—A single head of this wheat 
was brought to Exeter, N. H. in 1810, by a man 
who plucked it froma field in Malaga ; from vari- 
ous accidents only a few quarts were obtained 
until 1816—but the present season it is estimated 
that there were 100 bushels raised of it.—It is 
believed to be superior to any in America, to 
weigh 674 lbs. to the bushel; and has never been 
known to be effected by smut. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Portland, (Maine_) Oct. 14.—Copperas Ore— 
Near the Quaker meeting-house at Cape Elizabeth 
amine has been opened which deserves notice 
from its locality at least. 

It consists of a peaty earth, containing a large 
portion of copperas, (sulphate of iron) constituted 
of sulphur and iron. It forms from a quaking hog 
of several rods in extent, and indefinite depth, in 
which originates a small stream. 

The earthly ore containing some vegetable car- 
bonaceous matter, and a large portion of uncom- 
bined sulphur is inflammable even when moist, 
burning without flame, but with great heat, and 
pungent suffocating smell of sulphurous acid gas. 

By heating a small quantity of the earth, in con- 
tact with charcoal, I obtained iron so far reduced 
as to be readily attracted by the magnet. 

Four ounces of the earth afforded, by washing, 
merely filtrating and evaporating, half an ounce 
of pure copperas. My friend Dr. E....... by evapo- 
rating a solution very slow in the sun, obtained 
large perfect crystals. The burnt ore offorded a 
much larger portion. 

It contains also muriate of iron, and probably 
alum, (sulphate of alumine.) 

,It isnot probable that the manufacturing of cop- 
peras from this ore, could be made at all profita- 
ble, especially at the low price the article now 
bears. Families in the vicinity might, however, 
by a very simple process, manufacture for their 
own consumption. Those who were at the very 
considerable labor of draining and opening the 
mine, were, I am informed, under the false im- 
pression that they should discovercoal. 

The water is not so strongly mineralized as 
would be expected, yet it is somewhat chalybeate, 
and might be of service as a tonic in cases of de- 
bility. As an external application it might pos- 
sibly remove cutaneous eruptions. 


Agricultural Product—The following exhibit of 
the producé of ten acres of land, improved the 
current year by captain Jonathan Allen, of Pitts- 
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advantages of the improved system of agriculture. 
‘This exhibit should admonish our farmers to cul- 
uvate less land than they have done, end to culti- 
vate it better. 
2 acres in spring wheat, produced 80 bushels. 

. 100 


2 de incorn, do de. 

2 do. inrye, do. 60° do. 

2 do ingrass, do. 5 tons hay. 
2 do. in potatoes, do. 227 bushels. 
1 do. in peas, beans and garden. 


‘The produce of the ten acres is deemed suffi- 
cient to subsist a family of ten persons, and to 
keep two cows and a horse. 
Agviculture—With much pleasure we extract 
the following interesting report of the Brighton 
exhibition, from the Boston Centinel. Agricul- 
tural pursuits are the true interest of our hardy 
yeomen, and we are gratified to observe their at- 
tention roused and their emulation excited by 
public spirited fairs and premiums. Cauntless 
blessings await these exhibitions in the cultivation 
of lands, the improvement in the breed of horses, 
horned cattle and sheep. 
Brighton Cattle Show.—An authentic report of 
the proceedings and awards at the late Brighton 
exhibition is preparing for the press by a com- 
mittee appointed forthe purpose. ft is not yet 
ready for publication. 
The Ploughing Match on Wednesday prolonged 
the interest of the show. A suitable field was 
marked out in quarter acre lots, and eleven or 
twelve competitors started for the premium pre- 
cisely at the same moment. The ploughs were 
of all the constructions in use; and adl of them 
but four were drawn by four oxen—the four had 
only two. All the teams had drivers, save one— 
the owner of which did the duty of holder and 
driver. One of the four ox ploughs finished in 
30 minutes and 23 seconds, by the watch we saw; 
another performed the task in ten seconds more ; 
and others in very quick succession. The farmer 
who drove his own team, performed the task in 
43 minutes, and appeared to be the favorite of the 
field. ‘This first contest of the kind in America, 
(the official particulars of which will be published} 
excited a very lively interest—gave universal sa- 
tisfaction, and will be productive of much good. 
NEW YORK. 

Thanksgiving. —His excellency De Wirt Cuix- 
ToN, governor of the state of New-York, has is- 
sued the following 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas it is an obvious and solemn duty to ren- 
der the oblations of devout and grateful hearts to 
Almighty God, for the manifold blessings conferred. 
upon us at all times, by the gracious dispensations 
of his providence, and especially for those so sig- 
nally and extensively experienced at the present 
period, in the abundant productions of the earth, 
in the prevalence of seneral health, in the increas- 
ing diffusion of the lights of religion and know- 
ledge, in the successful progress of useful im- 
provements, inthe flourishing state of our semi- 
naries of education, in the continued enjoyment 
ot peace, liberty, and independence, and in the 
general prosperity of the American people—I have 
therefore considered it an indispensable obligation 
to recommend, and I do accordingly recommend 
the observance of Tuunspay, the thirteenth day of 
Nov. next, as a day of pRaxER and THANKSGIVING 
in this state. 








field, secretary to the Berkshire Agricultural So- 
ciety, affords pretty strong evidence of the great 


In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscri- 
bed my name, and caused the privy seal ef 
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Independence of the United States. 
DEWITT CLINTON. 


Emigratiem to the West—The Albany Argus es- 
timates the number of emegrants which have pass- 
ed on the great turnpike road for the westward, 
since the first of September, to be on an average 


ef 500 per week. 


Expeditious | pe of Tanning.—Every nation 
its superior advantages, whether 


is ambitious o 
they arise from agriculture, commerce or the arts; 
evincing a desire to render such advantages sub- 
servient to other objects and to proclaim them to 
the world. Hence I am actuated in making the fol- 
lowing communication. 

Extract of a letter from a gentleman of respectabili- 

ty, dated Boston, Oct. 15, 1817. 

** Srm—I enclose you a piece of Morocco Lea- 
ther. The goat from which the skin was taken, 
was alive at Charlestown yesterday morning—and 
before two o’clock yesterday, the skin was tanned 
as you see it, a pair of good shoes made from it, 
and transported six miles from town to the cattle 
show—you may rely on the truth of it.” 

Mer. Adv. 

Domestic Vermillion —G. 1.H. Hunt, of New- 
York, has invented and manufactured a beautiful 
vermillion, said to be equal, if not superior, to 
the Chinese, and composed of articles purely A- 
merican. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


Philadelphia, October 12.—Mr. West’s celebrat- 


ed os of “ Christ healing the Sick,” present- ; 
ed 


v him to the Pennsylvania Hospital, arrived 
on Sunday last, on b the ship Electra, from 


Londen. | It is said to have been insured for three } 
thousand guineas. A building has been erected | 


exclusively for its reception and exhibition. 


' 
Sun Flower Qil.—It appears by experiments for- ! 


merly made in this state, that a bushel of sun flow- 
er seed yields a gallon of oil; and that an acre of 
ground planted with the seed at three feet apart 
will yield between 40 and 50 bushels of the seed. 
This oil is as mild as sweet oil, and is equally a- 
greeable in sallads, and as a medicine. It may be 
used with advantage in paints, varnishes and oint- 
™ents. From its being in our country, it can al- 
ways be procured and used ina fresh state. The 
oil is expressed from the seed in the same manner 
that cold drawn linseed oil is obtained from flax- 
seed, and with as little trouble. 
for six shillin 
sunflower sell for only two thirds of that price 
the product of one acre of ground supposing it to 
yield only 40 bushels of the seed, will be 30 
pounds ; a sum far above the product in any sort 
of grain. The seed is raised with very little trou- 
ble, and grows in land of modern fertility. It 
may be gathered and shelled, fit for the extrac- 
tion of the oil, by women and children. 


The election in this state has resulted in the 
choice of Wm. Frnptay for governor. The ma- 


jority over his opponent Gen. Hetsrer, is not 
yet officially known, but is supposed to be from 6 
to 10,000. The electioneering campaign has been 
unusually warm.—The presses of this state, much, 


we think, to their discredit, have teemed with 
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the state to be affixed, at the city of Albany 
{u. s.) the fifteenth day of October, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventeen, and in the forty second year of 





not been so much a party difference as a Personal 

one. Both of the candidates have been hereto. 

fore considered as members of the democratic 
party. A few men in Philadelphia and Harr; 

have had the address to divide the party, and each 
had their favorite candidate—The two factions, 

(for such they really must be considered,) are 

known by the appellation of the old and new schoot, 

At the head ofthe former, as an editor, stands 

William Duane, and of the latter, John Binng— 
The old school democrats have entered into an 
alliance with the federalists in support of general 
Heister. Whether tuis alliance will continue ig 
quite uncertain. 

VIRGINIA. 

Interesting Work.—We are informed by a wes. 
tern correspondent, that “ col. Baldwin passed 
Charlestown on the Kanawha the 23d September 
having surveyed and examined James and Jack. 
son’s rivers, from Beale’s bridge to the mouth of 
Dunlap’s creek—the intermediate country be. 
tween that point, and the great falls in Kanawha 
river ; and was continuing the survey and exam- 
ination of the last mentioned river to its confly. 
ence with the Ohio.” 

_ Our informant adds, “ that col. Baldwin is de. 
cidedly of opinion, that the rivers which he hag 
surveyed, are not only susceptible of navigation, 
but may be rendered safe and easy for boats of 
considerable burden, at much less expense than 
he had expected. And that a road may be con. 
'| structed from the mouth of Dunlap’s creek to the 
falls of Kanawha, forming an angle not exceeding 
| five degrees with the horizon, at a moderate ex- 





|| pense for a work of that character; as the materi- 
als are abundant and convenient. 
Important Discovery—A new mode of manu: 
facturing salt has been discovered by Mr. Even 
‘aRD Haut, residing on Little Island, in Princess 
‘Anne county, Virginia, which promises to be. 
‘highly important. Itis asserted that such is the 
. saving of labor, introduced by this invention, that 
it is believed, at an expense comparatively tri- 
fling, an establishment might be erected to pro- 
duce five hundred bushels per day ; and the in- 
- ventor is confident, from the experiments he has 
made on the subject, that at the smallest calcula- 
tion, one hundred and fifty per cent. per annum 





Seat all caite ‘might be expected upon the capital employed, 
a quart. Should the oil of the , allowing the salt to sell for no more than 25 cents 


per bushel, clear of freight. 
GEORGIA, 


Exports—The following account of the exports 
from Savannah, was communicated by Messrs. 
Johnston & Hills, of Savannah, to Messrs. N. L. & 
G. Greswold, of New York—in a circular letter, 
under date of the 8th October, 1817. 

GentLemEN—We take the liberty of handing 
you acorrect statement of the exports from this 
port for the past season, with our opinion of the 
probable extent of the present crop. There 
will be little cotton at market before November, 
and there are so many on the watch for the first 
Uplands which may come in, that we «re of opin- 
ion the price will be run up to 30 cents. 

The weather hitherto has been fine for gather- 
ing cotton, and if it continues four or tire weeks 
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longer, the quality will be better than it has been 


for many preceding years. 
Very V cmpectiully, we are, gentlemen, your obe- 


dient servants, 
JOHNSTON & HILLS. 
Exports of cotton from Savannah, from 1st Octo- 
ber, 1816, to 30th September, 1817, to Great 
Britain, France, Holland, and other ports in Eu- 
e, and coastwise. 
Great Britain—Sea Island,9191 ; Upland, 54,633. 
France—Sea Island, 447 ; Upland, 9161. Holland 
—Sea island, 53: Upland, 2757 Other ports in 
Europe—Sea Island, 44; Upland, 4585. Coast- 
wise—Sea Island and Upland, 35,861. Total, Sea 
Island, 6731 ; Upland, 106,997. Grand total, 
116728 bales. 
Very little Upland Cotton of the crop of 1816 
yemains in the country. It is difficult to ascertain 
with any precision, what will be the extent of the 
present crop, but from the best information we 
can obtain would estimate the Uplands grown in 


this state at 100,000 bales 
And there may be received at 
Augusta from S. Carolina 10,000 
110,000 
The crop of Sea Islands will be 
very short, and cannot exceed 5,000 


There may remain over of the 
last crup 500 
The quantity sent here for sale 
from South Carolina, depends much 
on the prices at Savannah and 
Charleston, supposing it as high at 
the latter as the former place, we 


may receive only 1,500 
7,000 

Rice.—There was shipped of the 

last crop 16,435 rs, 
We estimate the present crop 

at 20,000 
Tobacco.—Shipments, for year 

ending 30th Sept. 4,225 hhds. 
The present crop will probably 

amount to 6,000 


KENTUCKY. 
Progress of Steam Boat Navigation.—It is men- 
tioned in a Kentucky paper, that there are alrea- 
dy eleven, and (as nine more are now building) 
there will soon be twenty steam boats in operation 
on he waters of the Ohio and Mississippi. 
ORLEANS. 
Ratement of deaths in the city and suburbs of N. 
Orleans, from the 4th to the 10th of Sept. in- 
elusive. 


4th 11 
5th 8 
6th 10 
7th 13 
8th 9 
9th 8 
10th 12 
Total 71 
INDIANA. 


We are informed that at a late election in the 


10,000 votes were taken. From the rapid popu- 


lation of that state, it is thought more than pro- 
bable the census of 1820 will entitle it to five re- 
presentatives. 
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MISSOURI TERRIPORY. 

[The following is one among the numerous in- 
stances in which the Spanish authorities at Santa 
Fe, have shamefully violated our territorial rights, 
and committed unwarrantable outrages on the pep- 
sons of our fellow-citizens. If the Spaniards really 
claim the territory on the Arkansas, it is high 
time that this claim was understood. The pre- 
sent is the fourth or fifth instance, in which Ame- 
ricans have been dragged from our territory, and 
consigned to prisons, and loaded with chains.— 
Would it not be adviseable to establish a fort near 
the head of the Arkansas? Something, at least, 
ought to be done to assert our claim. Mr. Cho- 
teau, is the son of one of the most respectable 
merchants of St. Louis, and nephew of Mr. Au- 
guste Choteau, one of the commissioners on the 
part of the United States, who formed the im. 
portant treaties of 1815, with the wetern Indians. 
It is hoped that this affair will not pass unnoticed.]} 

St, Louis, September 13.—Mr. Auguste Chou- 
teau, with Mr. De Mun and their companions, af- 
ter forty-eight,days confinement in the prison of 
Santa Fe, returned on Sunday last, to their re- 
joicing families and friends. 

The American people, and particularly those of 
the western country, will hear with indignation 
and astonishment, that their fellow-citizens of the 
oldest and most respectable families of Missouri, 
have, on the head waters of Arkansas, within the 
United States’ limits, been stripped of their pro- 
perty by a Spanish officer, and compelled igno- 
miniously to kiss, upon their knees, the stupid and 
oppressive mandate which consigned them to 
chains and a dungeon ! 


This despot of Santa Fe, seems to be character- 
ised by ignorance, presumption and brutality. He 
recals the remembrance of the soldiers of the cortes 
who tyrannized in that country about 300 years ago. 
On the introduction of our townsmen, he accosted 
them with a ferocious grimace, “ I am giad to see 
you—you are welcome—Z shall, probably enough, 
have your heads cut of”? He acted besides, we 
are told, under the real or pretended belief that 
the Mississippi continued to be the boundary be- 
tween the United States and his Cathalic majesty ; 
and affected to speak of our government with 
contempt for its being so badly informed in this 
respect. 


Persons of understanding and manner, in the 
Spanish province, and indeed individuals of every 
description, lamented the causeless oppressions 
which were heaped with so much wantonness on 
these peaceful and unoffending merchants. They 
were engaged, as they say, and as we fully be- 
lieve, in their usual pursuits, under a license from 
the governor of Missouri, and within its heretofore 
acknowledged boundary—and certainly on the 
waters that fall into the Mississippi. 


We know not what indemnification can be 
made to these gentlemen for their personal suf- 
ferings, but we are sure that our government will 
take prompt measures with the Spanish courts for 
the payment of a roand sum of money, equal at 
least in value of property of which our merchants 





have been despoiled. 
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EDITOR’S CABINET. 


A Mistake Corrected—A friend has politely 
favored us with the following correction, to whom 
we tenderour thanks. The mistake occurred in- 
advertently. 

Mr. Meav—In a late newspaper, (I forget the 
title) | observed a paragraph dated Livonia, Aug. 
2, stating that commodore Chauncey had just left 
that shore, and that the Americans had almost 
emptied the magazines of the marble and alabas- 
ter, and the shops of perfumery. It was evident 
that Livonia was a typographical error, and ought 
to have been Livorna, which the English have cor- 
rapted into Leghorn. 

But in your Register of the 11th Oct. page 254 
the same article is headed in capital letters Rus- 
sia, and then goes on Livonia, Jug. 2d. How 
commodore Chauncey should have got to Livonia, 
a large province of the Russian empire on the 
Baltic, and there found marble and alabaster sta- 
tues, and perfumery, when his station is in the 
Mediterranean, requires a little explanation. 


A Word to our Patrons.—It has ever been the 
wish of the editor of this paper to avoid making 
the pages of the Register, the organ of commu- 
nication between himself and his patrons, on 
private affairs. To realise this desire, recourse 
has been had to printing little notices, in the 
form of supplements, and enclosing them in 
the Register, asking for a liquidation of the nu- 
merous small accounts due in various parts of the 
country. In circulating these notices it was found 
impracticable to confine them to gentlemen in ar- 
rears. In some instances when they fell into the 
hands of those who had paid they gave offence : 
in other instances, gentlemen forwarded a whole 
year in advance, but in the greater number, where 
money, was due, they produced no sensible effect 
whatever. The dues for the Register, for the 
time it has been published, have increased to at 
least twelve thousand dollars. This sum it is be- 
lieved will be all, or nearly so, collected at some 
time, but the inconvenience attending upon, de- 
lay is more seriously felt by the editor than is ap- 
prehended by gentlemen who are unacquainted 
with the nature of conducting an establishment of 
this kind. The expenses of paper and workmen, 
and a numerous list of contingencies, amounting 
to at least twenty dollars per day must be paid in 
eash, which in the year amount to a very serious 
sum. 

This is mentioned to show that importunity is 
not made without a just occasion. The lawyer 
ewes his success to the ignorance and credulity of 
his clients ; the physician to the physical miseries 
ofman ; the parson to our hopes and fears ; the 
merchant takes advantage of his customers’ wants 
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or their passion for show, and exacts the cash for 
all his goods; the mechanics of all descriptions 
cempel a prompt payment by withholding from 
the necessities or conveniencies of the Public ; 
but the publisher standing at the very end of 
the physical wants of society, and laboring more 
immediately for mind, he has no chance to prey up. 
on the wants, the passions, the follies or cre- 
dulities of the world ; he has to depend alone upon 
justice ; and he who pays promptly his annual 
dues for a periodical paper, may be truly said to 
be an honest man—it is not meant to say that 
others are not honest, but being so much unger 
the influence of custom they surely must consider 
it unfashionable to pay the printer punctually, 
In point of cheapness, it is believed, the Regis. 
ter stands second to no paper in the country. — 
Though the annual price may be more than week. 
ly newspapers, it must be recollected that its 
contents(advertisements excepted) is fourfold ; the 
paper costs at least twice as much, and is put up in 
a form calculated for preservation, in any private 
or public library. At the end of each volume, a 
title page and index is given, which enables re- 
ference to be made with ease, an advantage which 





does not apply to common newspapers. Another 
advantage is, all numbers which fail to reach their 
place of destination are gratuitously supplied ; 
thereby enabling gentlemen, at any distance, to 
preserve their series unbroken. It being at the 
seat ot the national government, every facility 
can be had of obtaining correct information of the 
political events relating to our own country ; and 
it will ever be the ambition of the editor to make 
the Register as WVationa/, and as useful as possible. 
Arrangements are making to add to it considera. 
ble improvements. It is proposed hereafter to 
accompany the index and title page of each vol. 
with at least one engraving. The first that are 
proposed, are views of the Capitol and the Presi- 
dent’s House, with such descriptions and explana- 
tions as will enable persons at a distance to 
form a pretty correct idea of the plan and appear- 
ance. Next, engraved heads of the sévera! Pre- 
sidents of the United States, with concise biogta- 
phies. This, it is believed, will be gritifying to 
every class of readers, but to enable the editor to 
accomplish this, it is necessary that prompt pay- 
ment be made. He, therefore, now respectfully 
invites a speedy remittance of the arrearages al- 
ready due for the Register—indeed he claims this 
as a right. To those gentlemen who have paid 








their accounts promptly, the editor sincerely ten- 
ders his thanks. 


The two last numbers of the Register have been 
unavoidably delayed, on account of the failure of 
our regular supply of paper. 





